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The lawyer who went to Manchester reported that Rutherford was
most emphatic in his desire not to be associated with either side. His
position is one of complete detachment and disinterestedness and he
feels that his independence would be surrendered if he assumes the
position of expert witness, a role to which he is most averse. He has
never exploited any of his scientific work for commercial purposes, or
with a view to patenting and thereby securing for himself alone the
benefit of such research; he fully and freely publishes the results of all his
scientific work, and therefore his research possesses the greater value,
inasmuch it is not done behind closed doors, but is done with a view to
the world's knowledge.
Rutherford was not called; his published writings were quite sufficient
for the purpose of proving the historical facts, which after all was what
the Company particularly desired. He never made any money for
patents, inventions or discoveries, nor did he seek to make any.
The year 1911 was one of the great years of Rutherford's interesting
life. It began in the ordinary way. He gave a lecture to the Rontgen
Society on 5 Jan. at which he called attention to Hahn's then recent
discovery of mesothorium, intermediate between thorium and radio-
thorium. On 2 March he reviewed in Nature Mme Curie's two-volume
Traite de Radioactivite. He wrote: "There is very little to criticize and
much to admire in this notable work. It is remarkable what little
difference of opinion exists among radioactive workers on the inter-
pretation of the main phenomena."
The following letter to Bragg, then at Leeds, shows how Rutherford
was beginning to think that the central core of the atom was negatively
charged, while his ultimate decision was in favour of a positively
charged small nucleus in the centre of an atom.
Geiger is working out the question of large scattering [of alpha
particles] and as far as he has gone results look very promising for the
theory. The laws of large scattering are completely distinct from the
small scattering, and there are a number of directions in which the
theory can be verified. I am beginning to think that the central core is